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Out-of-court settlement over North-South 
Cologne Stadtbahn project 

 
 

• Disputes settled over collapse of the city archive building on 
3 March 2009: consortium consisting of Bilfinger SE, Wayss & 
Freytag Ingenieurbau AG and Ed. Züblin AG reaches 
settlement with the City of Cologne and Kölner Verkehrs-
Betriebe AG (KVB) 

• City of Cologne’s claims settled by payment of € 600 million   
• Portion attributable to the STRABAG SE Group largely 

covered by insurance and risk provisions – no impact on 
earnings estimate for 2020  

 
Vienna, 29 June 2020         The City of Cologne, Kölner Verkehrs-
Betriebe (KVB) and the consortium Nord-Süd-Stadtbahn Köln Los 
Süd, in which the STRABAG subsidiary Ed. Züblin AG has a one-third 
stake, have agreed on an out-of-court settlement of the civil lawsuits 
over the collapse of the Cologne city archives on 3 March 2009. All 
claims will be settled by payment of a total of € 600 million by the 
consortium. Under the settlement agreement, the consortium has also 
agreed to carry out, at its own expense, the refurbishment and 
extended completion of the structural shell of the track switching 
facility as well as the integration of a space for a future memorial. 
 
The STRABAG SE Group’s proportionate share of the settlement 
amounts to € 200 million. Due to insurance coverage and 
corresponding risk provisions, the agreement will not impact the 
earnings estimate of the publicly listed STRABAG SE Group for the 
2020 financial year. 
 
The agreement helps to avoid another long legal dispute about the 
cause and amount of damage, which would tie up material and 
human resources. Despite the fact that the cause of the damage has 
not been conclusively clarified, the consortium has agreed to 
discontinue the reconnaissance inspections at the accident site. This 
clears the way for the refurbishment and completion of the track 
switching facility and the conclusion of the underground line. 

The Management Board of STRABAG SE welcomes the settlement, 
which averts a further long phase of uncertainty. “In view of the 
extremely complex issue regarding the cause of the damage, which 
has kept all involved parties occupied for more than 11 years and 
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would probably have kept them occupied for another 10 to 15 years, 
and after intensive consideration of all options, we consider the 
agreement reached to be reasonable – not only for all project 
participants but also for our shareholders,” says Thomas Birtel, CEO 
of STRABAG SE and Chairman of the Supervisory Board of 
Ed. Züblin AG. “The time has come to draw a line under the past and 
to focus on the challenges facing us in these difficult times. Still, the 
third of March 2009 will remain a deeply tragic day that we will never 
forget.” 

 
STRABAG SE is a European-based technology group for construction services, a 
leader in innovation and financial strength. Our services span all areas of the 
construction industry and cover the entire construction value chain. We create added 
value for our clients by our specialised entities integrating the most diverse services 
and assuming responsibility for them. We bring together people, materials and 
machinery at the right place and at the right time in order to realise even complex 
construction projects – on schedule, of the highest quality and at the best price. The 
hard work and dedication of our more than 75,000 employees allow us to generate 
an annual output volume of around € 16 billion. At the same time, a dense network of 
numerous subsidiaries in many European countries and on other continents is 
helping to expand our area of operation far beyond the borders of Austria and 
Germany. More information is available at www.strabag.com. 
 
 

 


